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Brief Introduction
Clean Air Journal has been publishing article on atmospheric science since 1971. The focus of 
the journal includes, but is not limited to:

◦ Impacts of human activities and natural processes on ambient air quality 

◦ Air quality and climate change linkages 

◦ Air pollution mitigation technologies and applications 

◦ Matters of public policy regarding air quality management 

◦ Measurement and analysis of ambient and indoor air pollution 

◦ Atmospheric modelling application and development 

◦ Atmospheric emissions 

◦ Other topics on atmospheric physics or chemistry with particular relevance to Africa 

The scope of the journal is broad, but the core theme of the journal is air quality and 
atmospheric science in and of relevance for Africa. 



Quick look back
Where did we start?

• Goal: Sharing information to South Africa’s air quality community

• Newsletter format

• Archives not readily available 



Updating Clean Air Journal to be an 
academic peer-review journal
• Long support of CAJ from South African community under NACA.  Submissions were decreasing.

• Linkages to NACA conference and publishing best papers

• DHET accreditation needed to attract more scientific papers

• 2013 the journal underwent a large overhaul to become more of an academic peer-review journal 
and 



Change focused on academic readers
• Grow stature and visibility of CAJ as an 
academic journal
• Peer review process

• Journal policies

• Regular issues

• Etc.

• Create a website

• Indexing

•DHET accreditation process took time
• Relied on NACA supportive community 

• At this stage one of our greatest worries was 
being seen as a predatory journal since we 
were so small. 

• Twitter account
• Engage broader audience

• Throw Back Thursday’s going through the archives

• NACA annual conference

• Ask Me Anything on H2S smell with Gauteng Weather 
@tWeatherSA

• Committed to open access
• Free to publish and free to read

• No financial barrier for authors or readers

• Possible with support of NACA and advertisers



Focus expanded to African Air Quality
Still focusing on academic readers

• Identified gap for places to publish African air quality research

• Expand scope – but how get readers? More authors will lead to more 
readers
• Expanded our Editorial Board

• Approach potential authors for front material
• News items

• Special front sections

• Research briefs

• NACA linkages to other networks

• Social Media 
• Grew linkages with journalists as well

• Stock slide on CAJ for Editors and Board to use in presentations to advertise journal



Qualitative non-rigorous 
comparison highlights trends that 
we are seeing that we have more 
authors from outside of just South 
Africa 

Long-term quantitative assessment 
difficult as we changed websites 
and platforms



Growing citations
Attracting new users to website

% new sessions (first 
time visits)

users

Google analytics on website 2022 YTD



Can’t we be more creative in reaching 
new readers?
• We started an Associate Editor Mentorship Programme
• Emerging researchers join editors for a year

• Bianca Wernecke was our inaugural and founding associate editor

• Associate Editor Bianca was the  creative and energetic shot in the arm we 
needed to try new strategies to attract new readers!

• Just running the journal tends to keep Editors busy as this isn’t our day job
• Very long wish lists and gaps about how to strategically grow journal

• Our Associate Editor was great at this!



Highlighting activities on World Clean Air 
Day (2021) 

Author Video Series for the International Day of Clean Air for Blue 
Skies, in partnership with the South African Medical Research Council  

Video abstracts of diverse articles in simple terms of what did you do? 
What does it mean? 

Permanent links that we can continue to use to communicate CAJ to 
broader readers

Official teaser to the videos: https://youtu.be/cd7zoUqgTvg

Full playlist of the videos: https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLFdK7Ly-

ce5lptRBVEHvo4XF_G1Y-AfHG

https://youtu.be/cd7zoUqgTvg


WWW.CLEANAIRJOURNAL.ORG.ZA

NACA Conference Coverage:

Continuing twitter presence
“Meet the Editors-in-Chief Series”



WWW.CLEANAIRJOURNAL.ORG.ZA

Increasing accessibility while highlighting World Clean 
Air Day 2022
Verbal abstracts

• Following positive feedback from previous World Clean Air 
Day activities, we wanted to continue

• Had discussed different medium – potentially podcasts
• Include verbal abstracts in 5 articles and promote over 

twitter. 
• Difficulty in knowing its impact: We had a questionnaire 

for readers on feedback, and no one completed it 



Concluding thoughts on where to from 
here

Academics who may write and read, 
◦ Expand social media 

◦ LinkedIn

◦ Partner with African networks

◦ Front material → news from across the continent 

◦ Future goal is to apply to Web of Science. Starting with Emerging Sources Citation Index

Continue to improve accessibility

Broader audience interested in learning about air quality
◦ Continue trying other approaches. Continue with verbal abstracts? 

Improve our analysis of success of our strategies

Looking forward to discussion on what other journals are trying!

https://cleanairjournal.org.za/index Twitter: @CleanAirJ

https://cleanairjournal.org.za/index

