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around South Africa now have some protection.
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Marine protected areas

A marine protected area (MPA) is an area of coastline or ocean that is protected to some degree for the long-term
benefit of both people and nature. The role of MPAs as a tool to conserve and rebuild fish stocks has been demonstrated
worldwide. Prior to 2019, South Africa had 25 formally declared MPAs (24 around mainland South Africa and one around
the Prince Edward Islands). The 24 MPAs around South Africa covered only 0.43% of the total ocean area, of which only
0.16% was considered ‘no-take’, where no fishing is allowed. In May 2019, 20 new MPAs were gazetted, increasing the
protection of South Africa’s mainland ocean territory to 5%. As a result, 87% of the 150 marine ecosystem types identified

For more information, see https://www.marineprotectedareas.org.za
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