
The Academy of Science of South Africa (ASSAf) - Biosafety and Biosecurity Standing Committee 

cordially invites you to a webinar on:

Dual-Use Research of Concern 

Date:      30 November 2021

Time:      13:00 to 15:00

Venue:    Zoom (link to be provided upon registration)

RSVP:       Click here to register

BACKGROUND

Dual-Use Research of Concern (DURC) describes research (typically in the life sciences) that is intended to

produce answers to legitimate research questions but may be misapplied with nefarious purposes. DURC is

defined by the National Institutes of Health as follows: “DURC is life sciences research that, based on current

understanding, can be reasonably anticipated to provide knowledge, information, products, or technologies

that could be directly misapplied to pose a significant threat with broad potential consequences to public health

and safety, agricultural crops and other plants, animals, the environment, materiel, or national security”.

The misuse of research findings, either intentionally or not, is a long-standing concern of science, but governance

of the subject has been lagging. In the United States, several policies and legislation governs DURC nationally,

and internationally to those that may be receiving research funding or attempting to publish research findings in

US-based scientific journals. Currently, there is no policy or legislation in South Africa governing DURC (directly),

other than the Acts and Regulations addressing non-proliferation. This webinar will be a scientific engagement to

share knowledge and experiences with DURC internationally and nationally.

MODERATOR:

Dr Jacqueline Weyer, Committee Deputy Chairperson: ASSAf Standing Committee, Principal Senior Medical 

Scientist, National Institute for Communicable Diseases

SPEAKERS:

Ms LouAnn Crawford Burnett, Sandia National Laboratories

Professor  Wilmot James, Columbia University

Professor Iqbal Parker, University of Cape Town (UCT)

CPD 
Accredited

https://assaf-org-za.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJEkdO2rqj8qH9ZfezjGPLQ75yhaDfRmuVC5


MORE ABOUT THE SPEAKERS:

Wilmot James is a Senior Research Scholar at Columbia University’s Institute for Social and

Economic Research and Policy (ISERP) and an Honorary Professor of Public Health at the

University of the Witwatersrand. He is the author and/or editor of 17 books that include the

policy-oriented Vital Signs: Health Security in South Africa (2020). He leads the Center for

Pandemic Research at ISERP and is an Associate Director in the Program in Vaccine Education

at the Vagelos College of Physicians and Surgeons, Columbia University. Wilmot serves as a

senior consultant in biosecurity to the Nuclear Threat Initiative and is a member of the advisory

board as well as to Resolve to Save Lives. He co-chairs the National Frameworks Focal Group of

the G7-led Global Partnership (Against the Spread of Weapons and Materials of Mass

Destruction) Africa Signature Initiative.

Iqbal Parker is Emeritus Professor of Medical Biochemistry and Structural Biology at the University

of Cape Town (UCT). He is the founding Director of the Cape Town Component of the

International Centre for Genetic Engineering and Biotechnology (ICGEB), 2007-2016. Prior to this,

he was the Director of Research for the Health Science Faculty at UCT. He is a past president of

the South African Society of Biochemistry and Molecular Biology (SASBMB), past secretary

general of the Federation of African Societies of Biochemistry and Molecular Biology, and is

currently the General Secretary of the International Union of Biochemistry and Molecular Biology

(IUBMB). Iqbal is a fellow of the Academy of Science of South Africa (ASSAf) and served as

general secretary (2000-2004) and vice president (2010-2016) and until recently served as chair

of the ASSAf Biosafety and Biosecurity Committee. He is a fellow of The World Academy of

Sciences (TWAS) and is currently a vice president of the African Academy of Sciences. He is

active in the areas of biosafety and biosecurity and was part of a panel constituted to do an

assessment of the Sate of Biosafety and Biosecurity in South Africa. He was co-organizer of a Sub-

Saharan African regional workshop on Science and Technology Relevant to the Biological

Weapons Convention under the auspices of UNODA and the South African Non-Proliferation

Council in Pretoria, South Africa in July 2018. He is recipient of the National Science and

Technology Forum award for ‘Outstanding Contributions in Science, Engineering and

Technology’, the SASBMB Gold Medal for his contributions to biochemistry, and the Oettle Medal

by the Cancer Association of South Africa for ‘Significant contributions to cancer research’.

LouAnn Crawford Burnett has been a member of the Global Chemical and Biological Security

(GCBS) Program at Sandia National Laboratories in Albuquerque, New Mexico, USA for 11 years.

She focuses on improving biorisk assessment and biorisk management system performance and

has been the lead for the GCBS biorisk management portfolio for South Africa since 2012.

LouAnn spent 17 years as a university biosafety program manager (University of Illinois at Urbana-

Champaign, Vanderbilt University). LouAnn holds an MS in Biology and is a Certified Biological

Safety Professional. She is the current president of ABSA International and received the Everett

Hanel, Jr. Presidential award from ABSA in 2003. LouAnn was a member of the Policy, Ethics, and

Law panel for the Southeast Center for Biodefense and Emerging Diseases and a member of a

U.S. National Academies study on the security and science interface for universities. She has

authored numerous papers on biosafety, biosecurity, biorisk management training, and

biosafety program management. In 2012, LouAnn was selected as an Outstanding Women at

Sandia and was received a Sandia Employee Recognition Award for her work in mentoring

trainers.
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