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This book is a truly impressive undertaking. Between its 
covers is an enormous amount of information, and it’s all 
presented in a highly accessible form. The text is broken 
up into short sections and interesting boxes, which make 
it easy to dip in and out, and it’s richly illustrated with 
photographs and colourful diagrams. 

The author certainly knows his subject, as he was part of 
the teams that prepared plans for the declaration of the 
Cradle of Humankind World Heritage Site in 1999, and 
from 2006 led the campaign to have the Magaliesberg 
designated a UNESCO Biosphere Reserve, ultimately 
proclaimed in June 2015.

Here, he traces the history of the Magaliesberg 
landscape, following a timeline that begins with the origin 
of the universe in the Big Bang 13 800 million years ago 

Cradle of life: 
The story of the Magaliesberg and the 
Cradle of Humankind
By Vincent Carruthers. 256 pp. Struik Nature. R300.

Other recent releases by Struik Nature include the 2020 
edition of the Sky Guide, published each year by the 
Astronomical Society of South Africa (R145), and a revised 
edition of Field Guide to Butterfl ies of South Africa, by Steve 
Woodhall (R390).

CURRICULUM CORNER
LIFE SCIENCES: GRADE 12
Human evolution: importance of the Cradle of 
Humankind

and the birth of our planet 4 600 million years ago, and 
ends with the anti-apartheid activity leading up to South 
Africa’s fi rst democratic election in 1994.  

The book is divided into three parts – Life and Landscape, 
Human Evolution, and Archaeology and History – and it 
covers topics as diverse as astronomy and cosmology, 
geology and geomorphology, biology and ecology, 
palaeontology and anthropology, colonial history and 
the Boer War, as well as technological developments 
like the Hartbeespoort Dam, the Hartebeesthoek Radio 
Astronomy Observatory and the Pelindaba nuclear 
energy facility.

At the heart of the book, the Human Evolution chapters 
provide a good overview of the fossil discoveries − from 
Little Foot to Homo naledi − that have made the Cradle 
of Humankind world famous. Given that this topic forms 
part of the curriculum, the book would be a worthwhile 
addition to school libraries, but its attractive layout 
means it could also be displayed as a ‘coff ee-table book’ 
in the home or offi  ce, or shelved as a keepsake from a 
visit to the area.  


