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The Scholarly Publishing Unit:

• Advises the Department of Higher Education and Training concerning 

the accreditation of SA scholarly journals. 

• Advises journals on how to implement publishing best-practice, e.g. 

through webinars and responding to individual queries.

• Optimises the global visibility and accessibility of open access South 

African research recommended by the ASSAf Peer Review Reports (as 

indicated in slide 3).

• Provides optimal visibility and accessibility of open access journals 

recommended by the ASSAf Peer Review Reports. 
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Committees & Forums

Committee of Scholarly Publishing in SA (CSPiSA)

• Annual Meeting  - 21 Sept 2022

• Input on reports, strategic decisions, etc.

National Scholarly Book Publishers’ Forum (NSBPF) 

• Annual meeting  - 15 Nov 2021; next meeting on 29 Nov 2022

• Conference (Local Content, Global Reach: The Value Of South 

African Scholarly Publishers) – 25 Jul 2022

• Initiatives: Blockchain; value of local scholarly book publishers; 

diversity in scholarly publishing; publishing ethics and standards; 
publication funding models and OA; implications of the CAB for 

scholarly publishers; quality of South Africa’s Research Publications

• Best Practice for Peer Review of Scholarly Books at

https://bit.ly/3GYsdkm

https://bit.ly/3GYsdkm


Committees & Forums (cont)
National Scholarly Editors’ Forum (NSEF)

• Annual meeting – last meeting held on 10 & 11 November 2021

• Code of Best Practice in Scholarly Journal Publishing, Editing and 

Peer Review - https://bit.ly/3C4MwJz

• Scholarly Publishing Resources website (now ASSAf Portal for Open

Science)

• Mailing list on Mailchimp

• Blog

ASSAf Journal Database

• ASSAf’s Database of SA journals (322 journals) – additional data 

updated annually (see ASSAf Portal for Open Science)

Protection of Personal Information Act (POPIA) Standing Committee

https://bit.ly/3C4MwJz


POPIA Code of Conduct for Researchers (cont)

Working Groups

• Steering Group
To oversee process and to be appointed by ASSAf

• Drafting Group

To write and be appointed by the Steering Group

• Reference Groups

Experts consulted on an ad hoc basis as required/inform drafting of 

certain sections of the Code

• Forums

To update on progress and feedback



https://youtu.be/bjetLVUcWvo

https://youtu.be/bjetLVUcWvo


The Scholarly Publishing Unit does the following to 

enable credible South African research outputs:

• Evaluates and recommend improvements of South African scholarly journals, e.g. the 

ASSAf Peer Review Reports grouped in subject areas. See: 

https://www.assaf.org.za/index.php/programmes/scholarly-publishing-

programme/peer-review-panels
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Journal Peer Reviews

• 13 peer review reports published up to date (274 journals)

• Report on Grouped Peer Review of Scholarly Journals in 
Mathematics and Science published early November 2021

• Report on Grouped Peer Review of Scholarly Journals in 

Economics and Business Management published in February 

2022

• Peer review of new journal applications for accreditation (105 

journals reviewed) – on behalf of the DHET

Peer review panels in progress

• Other disciplines (48 journals) – panel members currently 

working on version 2 draft reports

• This is the last group in the 12-year cycle



http://www.scielo.org.za

Scientific Electronic Library Online (SciELO) SA

South Africa’s premier open-access (free to access) full-text journal database in service of 

the South African research community. 

Scholarly journals recommended for inclusion by ASSAf subject-based peer review panels. 

SciELO SA forms an integral part of the SciELO Brazil project.

• Managed by ASSAf

• Funded by the Department of Science & Innovation and 

• Endorsed by the DHET / SciELO SA is one of the DHET automatically accredited      

indexes alongside WoS, IBSS, Scopus and DOAJ

http://www.scielo.br/


http://www.scielo.org.za

• TRUST: https://www.elsevier.com/connect/predatory-vs-trustworthy-journals-what-do-

they-mean-for-the-integrity-of-science

• ASSAf is a neutral, non-commercial organisation with no vested interests 

• DHET journals are evaluated by ASSAf peer review panels recommended for inclusion in 

the SciELO SA collection (open access)

• SciELO SA Advisory Committee oversees:
o SciELO SA guidelines on ethics Link

o Quality checks Link

o Criteria for inclusion in & remaining in the SciELO SA collection

• SciELO SA journals have to apply for inclusion in the Directory of Open Access Journals 

(DOAJ)

https://www.elsevier.com/connect/predatory-vs-trustworthy-journals-what-do-they-mean-for-the-integrity-of-science
https://sites.google.com/view/assaf-scholarly-pub-resources/scielo-sa/scielo-guidelines-on-ethics
https://sites.google.com/view/assaf-scholarly-pub-resources/scielo-sa/conditions-and-quality-checks
https://sites.google.com/view/assaf-scholarly-pub-resources/scielo-sa/criteria-for-acceptance


www.scielo.org





Global Reach/ Indexing

The SciELO Citation Index is indexed in the Clarivate Analytics 

Web of Science search portal which creates extensive global visibility of these 

articles. 



Platform Growth

• The SciELO team adds ± 300 new articles per month to the platform. Currently there are    
40 000+ articles on the platform and 2 500+ journal issues. 

• The aim is to add one new title to the platform per quarter. Currently there are 92 titles on 

the platform. 

• (3 titles have been removed due to non-adherence to the SciELO criteria)

– One journal stopped publishing

– Two journals stopped publishing OA. One of these journals has reapplied for 

inclusion.



2009 to date: 42 million + page views in total 

Currently: 7.3 million page views per month

Source: Google Analytics



Google Analytics 
Collection Usage per Country & Continent 

Equity / Accessibility

OA = No cost to universities

39% 54%



SciELO SA Team

Louise van Heerden       Mohau Moja                     Floyd Masemola            Reneilwe Pila



https://journals.assaf.org.za/

14 Open 

Access SciELO

SA Journals 

use the ASSAf 

OJS Platform

All SciELO SA 

Journals qualify to 

join Khulisa Journals 

in order to make 

use of the ASSAf 

OJS journal 

management 

software 

implementation



Science Engagement
• This strategy aligns vertically to the national plan, white paper, policy documents of 

the DSI and horizontally to the Academy five-year strategy.

• Below are the aims of the national strategy unpacked in the language and context 

of the Academy:

➢ To popularise science, engineering, technology, and innovation as attractive, relevant, 

and accessible to enhance science literacy and awaken interest in relevant careers.

➢ To develop a critical public that actively engages and participates in the national 

discourse of science and technology to the benefit of society.

➢ To promote science communication that will enhance science engagement in South 

Africa.

➢ To profile South African science achievements domestically and internationally, 

demonstrating their contribution to national development and global science, thereby 

enhancing their public standing.



Science Engagement Tools and Tactics
Framework Focus Area Public Product Activity

Science for business Dialogue and cooperation 

between science, business, 

and society.

Policy makers, decision makers, 

business, researchers, scientists, and 

general public

Evidence-based reports, panel 

discussions, roundtables, and seminars

Innovation for Inclusive Development 

Seminars, Business in science trialogue 

(dialogues), Business forum.

Science for education Higher education: 

Presidential roundtables and 

humanities lecture.

Basic education: science 

awareness and science career 

promotion 

Decision makers, policy makers, 

students, teachers, learners, and 

general public

SAJS, Quest, Evidence-based reports, 

workshops, roundtables, lectures, 

conferences, festivals, and career expos

Humanities lecture, Presidential 

roundtables, Conferences, Career 

expos, Science festivals, special days.

Science for science Regional lectures and annual 

ASSAf Distinguished Visiting 

Scholar

Policymakers, researchers, decision 

makers, scientists, researchers, 

science interpreters, science 

communicators, editors, business, and 

general public

Workshops, symposia, lectures, 

evidence-based reports

Lindau Nobel Laureate, SAJS, Quest, 

DVS, and Monthly talks.

Science for policy and diplomacy Embassy lectures providing 
linkages with embassies in 
the country and Innovation 
for Inclusive Development 
(IID)

Policy makers, decision makers, NGOs Evidence-based reports, 

conferences, seminars, symposia, 

and panel discussions

Working group(s), meetings, symposia for 

policy/diplomacy, embassy lectures, policy 

statements, PAP and SADC meetings, 

Consensus studies, OWSD, TWAS-SAREP.



Published Issues 18.1 to 18.3

Quest Magazine 2022/23



Print run increased from 3 000 
2019/2020 to n the 2021/2022 financial 

year

Distribution to selected schools and 
science centres in all 9 provinces

Editor: Fanie van Rooyen

Editorial Advisory Board comprise of 8 
academics/professionals including 

the Editor and 4 secretariat

Quest Magazine Print Run, Distribution, Editorship



Quest Magazine Website

https://questonline.org.za/



Quest Magazine Impact

Quest Mailing 
List

1 831 Members

ASSAf Science 
Engagement 
Mailing List

75 Members

Downloads from 
Quest 18.1-18.3

4 000+ times



Quest Science Engagement Activities



South African Journal of Science in 2022



South African Journal of Science

Special issues in 2022

Radical 

Reason 

Waste as a Resource: 

South African 

perspectives on 

circularity

How to do social distancing 

in a shack: COVID-19 in the 

South African context



Workshops & webinars in 2022

South African Journal of Science

5 December 2022

Promoting social justice 

through accessibility of 

language in science

5 October 2022

How to 

peer 

review for 

a 

scholarly 

journal

8 June 2022

How to write 

for a 

scholarly journal



https://research.assaf.org.za/

205 items 

(evidence-

based studies, 

reports, 

proceedings, 

etc)

170 000 

Downloads

110 000

Views



https://africanscientists.africa

2 095

Approved 

profiles

40%

19%

18%

17%

4% 1%1%

Life Sciences & Biomedicine Technology Social Sciences

Physical Sciences Arts & Humanities Monitoring & Evaluation

Project Management

30%

23%

18%

17%

9%
3%0%

41-50 51-60 36-40 21-35 61-70 71-80 80 and above

Disciplines Age

https://africanscientists.africa/


ASSAf Portal for Open Science (APOS)

https://assafopenscience.co.za/



Continuous Professional Development (CPD)

40 Events 
Accredited 

& 300+ 
Certificates



Presentations presented to 

the following communities:

University of Johannesburg, Sol 

Plaatje University, Akademia 

(Research Week), Univ of 

Limpopo

https://www.openaccessweek.org



Int Year of Basic Sciences for Sustainable Dev

https://iybssd.africa/

ASSAf 
Supported 3 

Events

70+ 
Participants



https://youtu.be/3gs9kS_1Z9U



10 ASSAf 

Sessions & 

3 000 Quests

https://worldscienceforum.org/



Webinar Series



The Way Ahead

• Appointment of Quest Programme Officer

• Science Engagement Strategy

• Open Science Strategy & Policy

• Intellectual Property Policy

• Open Science platform

• IYBSSD – end June 2023

• Creative outputs

• Covid Booklet 19—guidelines for teachers

• Publications Quality Framework
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Thank you

Website: www.assaf.org.za

http://www.assaf.org.za/

