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From Radio to Podcasts via 
audioblogs.  

Digital natives were the first 
generation to grow up computers, 
videogames, digital music players, 
video cams, cell phones, and all 
the other toys and tools of the 
digital age. This has formed part 
of their first language, and 
significantly blurred the lines 
between on-line and off-line 
activities. (Prensky 2001).  



Thinking out loud…

The academic publishing industry 
globally has embraced electronic 
publishing with its many advantages 
(Forgues and Liarte 2013)

Today’s focus: Prof Iqani and my 
experiences with audio publishing as 
a compliment and expansion to 
online publishing. 

The Academic Citizen (TAC) team 2017 
L-R: Prof. Mehita Iqani, Mr Simbaroshe Honde, 
Dr. Nosipho Mngomezulu. 



Academic knowledge is a public good

“Two men at Google who do not enjoy 
the legitimacy of the vote, democratic 

oversight, or the demands of shareholder 
governance exercise control over the 
organization and presentation of the 

world’s information. One man at 
Facebook who does not enjoy the 
legitimacy of the vote, democratic 

oversight, or the demands of shareholder 
governance exercises control over an 
increasingly universal means of social 

connection along with the information 
concealed in its networks” (Zuboff 2019)  



Types of academic podcasts
• Interview Podcasts (focusing on expert 

analysis) 
• Conversational Podcasts 

(panel/roundtable discussion) 
• Monologue Podcasts ( research 

delivery)  
• Investigative Podcasts (narrative driver, 

audio documentary) 
• Genre bending non-fiction & 

experimental sound forms. 



40% of the educated, urban 
samples are monthly podcast 
users, with the largest proportion 
of listeners being folks under the 
age of 35 (Reuters Digital News 
Report 2020)

What does it mean to produce 
knowledge in the 21st C?

Dr Anna Williams (Iowa) 
creator of My Gothic 
Dissertation (2022)



“If you build it, [they] will come” (Field of 
Dreams 1989) 

• TAC looking forward…
1. 2023: Footnotes special episode
2. Concept document for developing our action 
research project on podcasting as an 
innovative model of publishing founded on the 
principles of 

• (a)open access 
• (2) transparency 
• (3) collaboration 
• (4) transformation 

3. Helping researchers across STEAM develop 
their own podcasts 
4. Working towards a Special Issue proposal 
(2024)
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Epsiode 55: Comebacks

Episode 56: Money

Episode 57: Green

Episode 58: Blue

Episode 59: Ancestors

Episode 60: Breathing

Episode 61: Failure

Season 6 Listernership 

S6: 1887 unique listenership
(Average: 268 listeners per episode)   



Thank you. 

Do join us for our next episode, “Journeys” out end of November. 
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